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The Cleveland Museum of Art Names 
Mark Cole as Associate Curator of American Art 


CLEVELAND (Dec. 21, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum o f Art Director Katharine Lee Reid today announced 
the appointment of Dr. Mark Cole, curator of American art at the Columbus Museum of Art, as new associate 
curator of American painting and sculpture, effective February 7, 2005. 

“Dr. Cole’s depth of knowledge, along with his diverse range of interests and his scholarship in American 
art make him a very suitable addition to our curatorial staff,” Reid said. “We are impressed with his energy, his 
experience and his demonstrated ability to connect diverse segments of the population with art.” 

Cole, who earned the bachelor's degree in Chemistry from John Carroll University in 1984, also earned the 
M.A. degree in Art History and Museum Studies from Case Western Reserve University (in the CMA Joint 
Program in Art History) in 1989. He also served as a research assistant at CMA from 1989-90 and 1994-98. In 
1999, he earned the Ph.D. degree from the University of Delaware where he specialized in early twentieth-century 
American painting. 

Cole comes to the CMA from the Columbus Museum of Art where he serves as Curator of American art. 
He served as associate curator of American art there until 2003, having joined the museum as an assistant curator 
in 2001. His duties as curator included managing, studying and interpreting the Museum's collection of American 
art, procuring new acquisitions, and developing exhibitions and publications. 

Before joining the Columbus Museum of Art, he was an adjunct lecturer at Baldwin-Wallace College 
(1996-2001) and John Carroll University (1998-2001), teaching several courses in the histories of American, 
modern, and contemporary art. 

“We will miss Mark terribly but it will be wonderful to have another friend in Cleveland,” Executive 
Director of the Columbus Museum of Art Nannette V. Maciejunes said. “Mark was a tremendous asset to the 
Columbus Museum of Art. I know The Cleveland Museum of Art will benefit immensely from his knowledge and 
enthusiasm.” 

He has lectured and published on a variety of topics in nineteenth and twentieth-century American art. 
While a research assistant at CMA, Cole published “ ‘I, Too, Am America:’ Karamu House and African American 
Artists in Cleveland,” an essay in the exhibition catalogue Transformations in Cleveland Art, 1796-1946: 


Community and Diversity in Early Modern America (Ohio University Press, 1996). 
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At the Columbus Museum of Art, Cole has overseen the organization and installation of several 
exhibitions showcasing American art, including Claude Raguet Hirst: Transforming the American Still Life (2005); 
Bringing Modernism Home: Ohio Decorative Arts, 1890-1960 (2005); Duane Hanson: Portraits from the 
Heartland (2004); Georgia O'Keeffe and New Mexico: A Sense of Place (2004); Jacob Lawrence: The Migration 
Series from the Phillips Collection (2004); American Expressionism: Art and Social Change: 1920s-1960s (2003); 
By George!: Columbus Celebrates American Master George Bellows (2003); Grandma Moses in the 21st Century 
(2002); and Middleton Manigault, Visionary Modernist (2002). 

He was awarded a Smithsonian Institution Pre-doctoral Fellowship at the National Museum of Art (1992- 
93), the Henry Luce Foundation Fellowship in American Art (1991-92) and was a Visiting Scholar at the National 
Museum Of American Art (now the Smithsonian American Art Museum) in 1992. He also held a graduate 
fellowship and teaching assistantship in the University of Delaware's department of art history, as well as graduate 
fellowships at CWRU from 1986-89. He was a CMA/CWRU Fellow in 1987-88. 

“T look forward to joining the curatorial staff of the Cleveland Museum of Art,” Cole said. “Its permanent 
collection is one of the finest in the world and I am truly honored to be entrusted with managing and developing its 
impressive American holdings. I’m very excited about rejoining the Cleveland community.” 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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